November 2022
LOVING ALL. CHANGING HEARTS. TRANSFORMING LIVES.

PHOTO COLLAGE
You may have noticed the new photo wall in the Narthex:

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
*Both services are broadcast online.*

Tuesday Afternoon
Bible Study
2:00 p.m.

SERMON SERIES
November 2022
11.06.2022
Daily Bread
Psalm 115:1-9; Matthew 6:9-13
11.13.2022
Lead Us Not into Temptation
Luke 11:2-13
11.20.2022
For Thine is the Kingdom
Mt 6:9-13; I Peter 5:6-11; I Col 10:13
11.27.2022
A Joyful Noise
Psalm 100:1-5

The photos for the collage were pulled from the directory, and though
we did our best to include everyone, there’s always the chance we
missed someone. If your photo is missing from the collage (sorry!),
or you would like to update your directory photo for next time, please
send your photo by email to production@meridianumc.com, or
bring it into the church office for us to scan.

SEASON OF GIVING
We are grateful to have a church family that gives so much to our
community. You recently showed up for the blood drive, donated
($860 and counting) for the CROP Walk, and chipped in thousands
of pieces of candy for the Trunk or Treat and Fall Festival! You make
the ministry happen.
Now we’re entering the traditional season of giving—and bringing
back some of our favorite holiday projects:
• Thanksgiving Food Boxes are now being assembled! You can
find more details in Pastor Jen’s article on page 5.
• The Veterans Foot Locker Drive kicks off on November 6 with a
visit from Ken Jenkins. You can look for the foot locker and a list
of suggested donations outside the youth room in the FLC.
• Christmas Adopt-A-Family will be launching soon. Stay tuned for
details on how you can help make others’ Christmases magical
this year.
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October
NEW MEMBERS:

bookkeeper@meridianumc.com

Nursery Coordinator
Christine Jayne nursery@meridianumc.com
Organist
Kristine Ciulla

DEATHS: Please pray for the families
of…

organist@meridianumc.com

Facility Personnel
(ext. 110)
Morgen McClung maintenance@meridianumc.com (M-Th)
Don Woods dandvwoods@gmail.com (F - Sun)

George Powell
Lee Read

CHURCH LEADERSHIP

BAPTISMS:

Administrative Council Chair Dean Kubena
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Chair Chuck Davis
Trustees Chair Ron Pridmore
Systems Administrator Integrity Computer Consultants
Finance Co-Chairs Brian Sauer & Lori Jones
Treasurer Lori Jones
Financial Secretary Diane Brister
Futures Team Chair Lori Jones
United Methodist Men President Ed Emmel
United Methodist Women President Dixie Jacky
Lay Chaplain Coordinator Faye Gabriel
Lay Chaplains Emma Jean Bedsole, Phyllis & Gordon Bouza,
Don Brister, Faye Gabriel, Ruth Hayes, Gary Himes, Dixie Jacky,
Donna Melville, Lisa Miller, Shirley O’Neal, Carole Ravine,
Mary Rich, Carol Rounds, Eloise Stemple
Health and Wellness Co-Coordinators
Lisa Miller, Sue Mattison

Joseph's Closet is up and running, and already low on
supplies!

CHURCH INFORMATION
MERIDIAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
240 E. Idaho Ave. Meridian, ID 83642
235 E. Pine Ave. Meridian, ID 83642 - Mailing Address
Phone: 208.888.2245 Fax: 208.888.5741
E-mail: office@meridianumc.com
Website: www.meridianumc.com
Facebook: Meridian United Methodist Church

NEEDS: Coats (L Men’s Sizes especially), Hats, Scarves,
Gloves, Mittens, Socks Blankets, Sleeping Bags
Joseph’s Closet is now open, and stock is flying off the
shelves. Help us fill the barrel by the church office! Please
make sure your donated items are clean, washable, and in
good condition. Housing and running the ministry isn’t free, so
monetary donations are always appreciated as well. Thank
you for being such a huge blessing to this free winter clothing
ministry. Questions? Contact Dawn Bruck (208-888-1240) or
Cindy Kubena (208-870-6115).

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Prayer & Praise Requests - prayer@meridianumc.com
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Warm Heart Family,
First time at Disneyland and I’m standing in line for an eternity to ride Pirates of the Caribbean. After going around the rope
queue for an hour, our group finally makes it inside. Guess what we see in the building: More lines! Our spirits fall, because the
line inside is longer than the one outside. We hope the ride is worth all of this.
Do you like to wait? I didn’t think so. It’s true that patience is a fruit of
the Spirit, but nobody actually enjoys waiting. Yet the fact of the
matter is, every day we’re forced to wait for something. Elevators,
traffic lights, your turn at the intersection, your turn to pay at the
grocery store, a cup of coffee, a table or your food at a restaurant,
the computer to load, and even the microwave…which is supposed
to keep us from waiting for the oven! Our family’s superpower is to
pick the slowest line at Safeway or Fred Meyer. If you see us there,
feel free to say hi, but go pick another lane for your own good. Trust
me on this.
One study concluded that when you add up all that waiting over a
lifespan of seventy years, the average person will spend more than
three years of their lives WAITING for something to happen.
As I write this, we are a week or so ahead of the national midterm
elections. It's been a wait to have the election, and - who knows - we
may have to wait for days to get the results. Elections tend to bring
back my feelings from Disneyland; we’ve been waiting for the day to
come, and now we get “inside the building” and discover that there is
more waiting in store!
To help me in this time, I need to remember what real waiting is all
about. African-Americans had to wait a hundred years from our
nation’s founding to get the right to vote. Women waited one and a
half times that long. Many Native tribes didn’t get the right to vote
until the 1940s. Eighteen-year-olds got the right in 1970. That’s
waiting!
Voting lines are also longer in some areas of the country. In the last
election, the average wait to vote nationwide was 19 minutes. That
average, however, hid wide variations between states – Vermont
had the shortest waits, Florida the longest – and, more importantly,
neighborhoods in non-white areas had significantly longer lines.
Those longer lines mean that folks need to take more time off work
to vote - or stand in the long lines after the work day. Some people
just don’t have that time.
It’s no fun waiting. But at least we get to vote. I can wait a day or two for the results – it’s a much shorter wait than what many
have faced in this nation. No matter who wins, may God bless our country and may we be civil to each other. Go VOTE!
I hope this ride is worth it!
See you in worship,
Pastor Mike
pastormike@meridianumc.com
P.S. Be sure to join us on November 6 for All Saints Sunday while we celebrate the memory of those we lost this past year, and
also on November 13 as we honor our veterans.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

YOUTH MINISTRIES

Greetings Warm Heart Families,

November ‘22 is a quietly exciting month for the Warm Heart
Youth. Our high school Alpha Youth class is going on a retreat
– our first trip since covid – and next summer’s mission team
will be finalized. What a gift to be able to travel together again!

Now that it is November, I can't help but feel especially
grateful for the amazing children God has given us at the
Church of the Warm Heart! This month we will continue
learning about Christ in Sunday School and on Wednesday
nights at Pioneer Club. Please note there will be no Pioneer
Club on Wednesday, November 23, due to the Thanksgiving
holiday. Our Parent's Night Out kid's party will be on
November 18 from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

The Warm Heart Youth play a lot of games, create a lot of art,
and have a lot of fun. We also look for opportunities to serve
our community! During November, we’ll use some of our time
together to make holiday cards for asylum seekers and start
collecting donations for the annual Veterans Foot Locker
Drive. And early in the month we’ll help with the Backpack
Program at the Meridian Food Bank. It’s going to be great!

I hope you all get the chance to get out and play this month
in the gorgeous fall leaves. During Pioneer Club, we will
continue to have outdoor game time as long as the weather
permits. Did you know that play is essential to child
development? Make sure to leave plenty of time in the day
for your kiddos to get outside, explore nature, and enjoy
some free play. It's good for their body, soul, and even their
brain! I hope you have a wonderful month and enjoy the last
days of fall.

Middle School Youth Group and the Rolling Tones Chime
Choir continue to meet on Wednesday nights. Chimes
practice from 6:00 – 6:30 p.m., and then MS YG meets in the
FLC from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. There will be no Wednesday night
programming on November 23, since that’s the day before
Thanksgiving.
Alpha Youth continues for the high schoolers through this
month. We’ll meet in the FLC as usual on November 6 and
27, be on our retreat in Garden Valley November 11-13, and
take the weekend off on November 20.

In His Service,
Cassie Collins
children@meridianumc.com

With joy,

NOVEMBER EVENTS

Nicole Walker
youth@meridianumc.com

WEDNESDAYS 11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/30
Pioneer Club & Angel's Alive Choir
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY 11/18
Parent's Night Out
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Alpha Youth, WHY kids in the wild (i.e. at Owyhee HS), and the
dangers of letting middle schoolers handle paint

Halloween party!
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE

ADULT MINISTRIES

So let’s do it—full of belief, confident that we’re
presentable inside and out. Let’s keep a firm grip on
the promises that keep us going. He always keeps
his word. Let’s see how inventive we can be in
encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding
worshiping together as some do but spurring each
other on, especially as we see the big Day
approaching.
~ Hebrews 10:22-25 (The Message)

Greeting Church Family!
The holiday season is here, and that means it's time for us to
support St. Vincent De Paul's Thanksgiving Food Box Ministry
once more. Last year was a great success; we raised $3910,
which fed about sixty families in our community. Our goal this
year is to assemble a total of 50 food boxes, but we realize
that the cost to supply a full box ($70) is kind of pricey, so we
are running things a little differently. Instead of distributing full
shopping lists, we have broken the shopping list down by food
item and created 50 tickets for each item. Please see the
Food Box Ministry bulletin board in the FLC, select ticket(s) for
the item(s) you would like to contribute, and bring those items
to the FLC by November 16, 2022—that is, except for the
frozen turkeys and frozen butter. The frozen items must be
brought in on Sunday, November 20, 2022. If you prefer to
make a monetary donation, please use the giving fund on our
website or mail a check to our church office with the note,
"Thanksgiving Food Box Ministry". If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Pastor Mike or myself.

I love to sit in the back of the sanctuary in the maroon chair
section. Partially because I need to see what is going on for
safety reasons, but also because I love to see everyone
gathering as one body of Christ. It is an awesome moment
when you look down the pew or glance forward toward the
cross and see everyone together, each worshipping in their
own way.
I know online worship has been a huge blessing to some who
cannot get to church because of health reasons. It is fabulous
that our expert media team has perfected our services, and
for their expertise, I am so grateful! I know watching service in
your pajamas in your living room is comfy and convenient, but
if that’s become your default, we miss you! We want you to
gather with us! I heard two songs while contemplating what to
write about this month. The first was Phil Wickham’s song The
House of the Lord, with the lyrics, “there’s joy in the house of
the Lord; our God is surely in this place.” The second song
was Anne Wilson’s Sunday Sermons, and part of the chorus
shouts, “you can’t take the church out of me!” What a privilege
it is to gather. I am thankful for the house of the Lord, and I
cannot wait to see you there soon!

You’re invited to participate in our
yearly Advent book study. This year,
led by Pastor Mike, we will be reading
Incarnation:
Rediscovering
the
Significance of Christmas by Adam
Hamilton, which examines the names of
Christ used by the gospel writers,
exploring the historical and personal
significance of his birth. The study will
meet from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Monday
evenings in the FLC, beginning on
November 28. To RSVP, contact the
church office.

Lisa Miller
care@meridianumc.com

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who participated in our
2022 Ladies Retreat! It was a wonderful weekend.

DECEMBER BLOOD DRIVE

Our next blood drive will be on December 5 in the FLC. More
than 4.5 million patients need blood transfusions each year in
the U.S. and Canada. Sign up to donate and save lives by
contacting Lisa Miller.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Jen
adult.ministry@meridianumc.com
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Our Annual Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Wednesday, November 30th, at 6:30 p.m. Our children and youth
will help decorate our sanctuary while we gather and sing some beloved seasonal music. We hope you can join us!
Christmas Caroling! All are welcome to join the Warm Heart family in caroling for the “SING OF HIM” Interfaith food gathering
on Sunday, December 11, from 3 - 3:30 p.m. Caroling books will be provided, as well as hot cocoa and cookies. We will be
singing and accepting food donations for the Meridian Food Bank. This event is sponsored by the City of Meridian.
The Celebration Choir will be offering the Christmas cantata “The Promise of Light” at the 9:30 a.m. service on Sunday,
December 18. If you’d like to join the choir for this special musical offering, join us at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary on Thursday
evenings to rehearse. Additional rehearsals will follow choir rehearsals on November 3 and November 10 until 8 p.m. in the choir
room. All singers are welcome! Need music? A rehearsal track? We have plenty to go around.
The Rolling Tones Chime Choir - Come join in the fun! Middle and high school youth are invited to join us for rehearsals on
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
Angels Alive Choir - Children age four through 5th grade are welcome to join us at 7 p.m on Wednesday evenings, just after
Pioneer Club. These children engage and learn through singing, ringing bells, and acting out skits. They also share music during
worship services and special events.
I’m always happy to answer any questions you might have!
Blessings,
Debbie Jones
worshiparts@meridianumc.com

FINANCIAL NEWS
For General
Operations:

Sept 2022

Year to Date
2022

Sept of:

Giving

Expenses

Outcome

Given

$38,170

$481,541

2020

$491,974

$550,270

($58,296)

Need

$79,759

$556,153

2021

$506,017

$559,397

($53,380)

Outcome

($41,589)

($74,612)

2022

$481,541

$556,153

($74,612)

After the books were closed at the end of September, we had a shortfall of $74,612 for the first nine months. As you can see,
this is higher than the previous two years.
The question before us: how do we make up the shortfall? The obvious answers are to increase our giving and/or reduce
expenses. In terms of expenses, the monthly average for personnel, building care/maintenance, and our Shared Giving to the
Conference is about $54,000, or 90% of our total expenses of $60,000 per month. We have a very dedicated staff that continues
to expand our ministries, two aging buildings to maintain, and we continue to be current in our support of the Conference’s
outreach. These expenses are not terribly negotiable!
So let’s look at the need to increase our giving. This is no easy task, given the current economic conditions. Since the State of
Idaho is in the process of giving refunds to all residents, might we each donate a portion to the Church? Certainly an idea worth
considering, as well as increasing our giving for the last three months of the year. Will you pray about what you can give in the
coming months? We have been in this situation before, and God has provided for our needs. We pray this will be the case again
in 2022. Check the website to find out how easy it is to make an online gift
We ask for your continued prayers for our church staff, our elected officials (please be sure to vote!), and any that may be
hurting in our church family, our community, our nation, and in the world. If you have questions regarding our church finances,
please contact Lori Jones, Finance Committee Co-Chair, at lhjones2021@gmail.com, or Don Brister, Stewardship Chair, at
maroontycoon63@gmail.com.
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THE BOOK NOOK

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

For over twenty years, Melinda Gates has been searching for
solutions to some of the world’s most urgent problems. The
Moment of Lift is her story of challenging the status quo and
never settling. It is a story of listening, learning, and being
humble as she travels the globe helping communities find their
“moment of lift,” a term from her father’s work as a NASA
engineer.

For the past year or so, I’ve been putting a devotion onto our
UWFaith website (https://www.meridianumc.com/UWFaith)
that comes from the UWFaith Daily Prayer Guide. At the end
of each devotion is a section highlighting how our gifts to
mission are at work. So, what are “our gifts to mission?”

By Claudia Moberly

By Dixie Jacky, UWFaith President

Our local programing, district programming, and Conference,
national, and even international programming starts with our
Gifts to Mission. When you attend one of our luncheons or
local programs and give an offering, that is a gift to mission. If
you make a monthly pledge to mission by sending a check to
our treasurer, that is a gift to mission. Or if you send a
monetary gift to the UW Faith Legacy Fund, that’s a gift to
mission. If you support the NU2U thrift store, you are
supporting our gift to mission.

The
Gates
Foundation
has
enormous resources, and it would
be easy to dismiss this work as just
another rich American out to “fix”
the world. But that has not been
Melinda’s approach. She reads and
researches global issues. She
analyzes problems through various
lenses and disciplines. She spends
time with the people she meets,
listening to their stories and
understanding their lives. She
brings people together, connecting
disparate elements of communities
to determine their needs and their
solutions. This book introduces us
to some of the remarkable people
she has met and the incredible
courage they display.

Each quarter, our treasurer, Evelyn Battema, collects all the
Gifts to Mission from the various sources and sends about
60% on to our Conference, where it is used to support
Conference
events,
District
events,
and
national
programming—including all the projects listed in each monthly
devotion. We use the other roughly 40% to support our local
mission projects such as Mirror Image, the Diaper Bank,
Chrysalis House, Meridian Food Bank, Days for Girls, guest
speakers, attendance at Mission U and National Assembly,
and the purchase of books for our Reading Program kiosk.
Don’t our gifts to mission go a long way? Our gifts to mission
truly provide faith, hope, and love in action to women, children,
and youth, here in Meridian and all around the world.

One lesson has become increasingly clear to Melinda Gates:
If you want to lift a society up, you need to stop keeping
women down. Progress is not a zero-sum game, and when we
lift others up, they lift us up, too. This is a lesson we can all
take to heart and implement in our daily lives!

Your monetary gifts aren’t the only way to be in mission,
however. Please keep bringing hygiene items for Mirror Image
to Lisa’s office. Monetary gifts for Mirror Image need to be
made out to Meridian UMC, with Mirror Image in the memo
line. The list of items needed can be found at:

The Moment of Lift was the United Women In Faith Book Club
selection for October. It, and many other insightful,
educational, challenging books from the UWFaith reading
program are available for anyone to check out, on the kiosk
outside the kitchen in the Family Life Center.

https://www.meridianumc.com/UWFaith
Blessings,

QUILTERS’ CORNER

Dixie Jacky

Upcoming Events
Christmas Luncheon
FLC, Saturday, December 10

Quilts for Sale! Don’t forget we have
quilts for sale on display in the FLC.
Proceeds are used to buy materials
for future quilts so we can continue
our mission of provided warmth and
love to those in need in our area.

Book Study
Love is the Way by Bishop Michael Curry,
beginning Mondays in January 2023
Days For Girls Sewing Project
FLC, Saturday, January 21, 2023

7

Meridian United Methodist Church
235 E. Pine Avenue
Meridian, ID 83642

November Events to Celebrate!
Please watch the E-Blast and Facebook for
additional church events.
November 6 – All Saints Sunday

December
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:

Wednesday,
November 23rd
Submissions may be

November 8 – Election Day

emailed to Jacob Walker at

November 13 – Veterans Sunday

cc@meridianumc.com

November 18 – Parents Night Out, 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

or brought by the
church office.

November 24 – Happy Thanksgiving!

Thank you!
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